
Much is being de-

bated over the use of 

Merry Christmas ver-

sus the use of Happy 

Holidays.  I say that 

everyone is guaran-

teed the right to 

their beliefs and in 

the end we are all 

striving to be better 

people who have a 

right to the protec-

tion of the Constitu-

tion of the United 

States.   Freedom is 

not free.   That is one 

of my favorite 

phrases.  Freedom is 

what makes our coun-

try great and what 

motivates us to send 

prayers, or thoughts 

or whatever your be-

lief, to our soldiers.   

They are in the line of 

fire everyday making 

sure that Democracy 

is protected and we 

have a home free of 

tyrants who will 

choose who and how 

we worship. So, my 

message this month is 

about taking the time 

to remember our 

young men and women 

so far from home who 

would love to hear the 

greeting from their 

family no matter what 

the words.   The con-

troversy is minor in 

comparison to not 

having the right to 

have the controversy.   

If you have a friend 

or loved one protect-

ing our country this 

season, please know 

that they are in my 

prayers and I am 

grateful for the right 

to send those 

thoughts, freely.  

  

Children Come First!  

  

Donna Anderson 

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, Happy Hanukah 

or Happy Holidays!  
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Above: NHS 2011-2012  

Above: OGE gave a generous 

donation to Yearbook! Thank 

you Emily for asking them!  

Congrats A Team on winning 2nd Place 

at the Conference Tourny!  

Congrats Eli Moss on getting se-

lected the All Conference Team 

Congrats A Team on Winning Re-

gional's!! We are so proud of you!  
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Parents and guardi- ans: 

A good attitude in school is the key to academic and personal suc-

cess.  Please make sure your child gets the rest they need where 

they will be prepared for a successful day in school.  Lack of 

enough sleep or rest affects the attitude of the student.  

In keeping with our efforts to do the best for all of our children, 

I once again ask for your cooperation and assistance in the matter 

of pupil attendance.  Our teachers are most anxious to have all 

the children benefit from the lessons they have prepared.  It is 

difficult to have students make up work when they are absent 

frequently.  Regular attendance is a must in order for each child 

to receive the maximum benefits from regular daily sequential 

instruction.  

We urge all parents to keep students at home only when it is nec-

essary for health reasons.  While we do not want students to at-

tend school when they are ill, we do want them to come to school 

on all other school days.  

December is a short month and we only have two weeks left be-

fore Christmas Vacation which will be December 17 th  through 

January 2 nd.  Monday, January 2, 2012, is a teacher work day.  

Students will return for classes on Tuesday, January 3 ,  2012. 

We will dismiss on Friday, January 16 th  at 1 p.m.  Your child will be 

arriving home two hours early, so please make plans for someone 

to be there for them.   MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!  

Vision screening for all students will be Wednesday, December 

14th , starting at 8 A.M.  Please make sure your child brings their 

glasses to school for the screening.  

Mary Knight, Principal  

As the first semester is winding down, we are looking 

ahead to the spring testing period.  Although, we will not 

take our EOI/OCCT tests until May, we will begin prepa-

rations for them when the students return on January 

3rd.  We will change our bell schedules, inserting a òTest 

Prepó period.  This will consist of 15 minutes of focused, 

directed test prep.  The students will rotate on a weekly 

basis to their respective tested areas.  We feel this will 

allow teachers to focus class time on learning, instead of 

preparing for testing.  We also will begin a Teacher Men-

toring program that will focus on at -risk students and 

their educational progress.  The teachers will help moni-

tor the studentõs grades, attendance, successes, and 

failures.  This measure is an attempt to give the stu-

dents a person to lean on in a time of need, and also re-

ceive an occasional pat on the back.  

As a reminder, the last day of the semester is Decem-

ber 16 th .  Busses will leave school at 1:00 PM to take stu-

dents home.  Please make preparations for your children 

as they will arrive home 2 hours earlier than the normal 

school day.  Also, January 2 nd is a teacher only return to 

school.  The students will return for classes on January 

3rd .  Each year, we have students that show up for school 

on that Monday, only to have to return home.  

I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving, and I hope 

each of you have a very Merry Christmas.  

 

Jeremy Atwood  

Bennington FFA November News  

The month of November was a slow but a successful month for the Bennington FFA Chapter.  On November 14 th  Ryan Perry 

traveled to Wilburton Oklahoma to compete in the American Farmers and Ranchers Speech contest. Ryanõs speech was titled 

òFarm Trucks go State to Stateó and he was in the Agribusiness Division. Ryan placed 3rd  with his speech one spot away from 

making it to the State contest. On November the 16 th  Bennington Public School along with Bennington FFA hosted the Senior 

Citizens of Bennington at the annual Senior Citizens Thanksgiving Lunch. The lunch staff did a great job of decorating and 

cooking the meal, and the Chapter officers assisted in serving and waiting on the guests.  There was a large turnout with 60 

community members that showed up to eat. The chapter is also looking at hosting a coat and blanket drive the last two weeks 

of school before Christmas break. The members of the chapter that have livestock projects are busy taking care of them get-

ting them ready for the upcoming show season. These same members are also selling chances on 100 gallons of propane if you 

would like a chance on some propane, see one of the members that has a show animal or let me know and I will get you in touch  

with them. The chapter also has some fundraising stuff left we have a pecan and peach cobbler, a peanut butter and sugar 

cookie. Let me know if you would like one of them. The Officers and members of the Bennington FFA would like to wish all of 

you a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.                                                                                                  Scott Storey  
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Things to Remember!!! :  

 

I will have Parent Meetings and FAFSA workshops for 8 th  through 12 th  grades in February.  Be sure to tell your parents/guardians to be 

watching for a letter regarding the dates for these meetings.  

 

*FAFSA website is the Federal Financial Aid Application.  

 

- http://www.fafsa.ed.gov  

 

*Fastweb and nextstepu are comprehensive search engines for Scholarships.  

 

 - http://www.fastweb.com/  

 

     - http://www.nextstepu.com/  

 

*These are just a few more websites that could be helpful for students that are planning to further their education.  

 

    - https://march2success.com/index.cfm  

 

 - http://www.ucango2.org/  

 

    - http://www.actstudent.org/  

 

     - http://www.okhighered.org/okpromise/  

 

-http://www.okcollegestart.org/home.aspx  

 

*Freshmen and Sophomores need to sign up for OHLAP.  OHLAP or Oklahoma's Promise is a program that gives FREE tuition to in -stat e 

colleges.  To qualify, students must be in the 8th, 9th or 10th grades, take certain classes, refrain from drugs or alcohol, maintain a 2.5 

GPA, have good attendance, and parents make no more than $50,000.  

 

If you have any questions, or concerns about your child's education please feel free to stop by my office.  

ACT Dates  

Test Date      Registration Deadline   Late Fee Required  

February 11, 2012   January 13, 2012    January 14 -23 

April 14, 2012    March 9, 2012    March 10 -24 

June 9, 2012    May 4, 2012    May 5-18 

Register for the 

ACT on  

actstudent.org  

NHS News  

The National Honor Society voted in their officers the meeting before last. Here they are: 

President: Christina Weger                                                   Vice President: Marynna Mays  

Treasurer: Patrick Hawkins                                                   Reporter: Ciara Parker  

Remember that we are also selling candy for 1$ during lunch. Donõt forget to stop by! 
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Do you have any big plans for your senior year?  

To be involved in everything that I can be including showing 

and athletics.  

Tell me about your favorite class?  

Ag, I have enjoyed showing my pig this year.  

Tell me about your least favorite class?  

English, it is the only class I have homework in!  

If you were given a magic wand to change one thing 

about this schools what would it beéand why? 

I would change the cafeteria food to Taco Casa!  

When you are finished with all your class work and eve-

rything is done.. What do you do with your spare time?  

I help Coach Myers with High School Girls Basketball. I also 

like to hunt and Fish and Showing Pigs.  

Whatõs the coolest place you have ever been? 

My bed because it is warm and comfy! Lol  

How would your teachers describe you?  

Annoying, lots of energy, a pain in the rear  

What teacher do you enjoy most? Why?  

Mr. Storey, he teaches me things that I need to know  

Word of adviceé 

Live your life the way you want because you only have one 

life to live, so live it at your best with no regrets and no 

looking back! 

Do you have any big plans for your senior year?  

To pass it so I can go to college  

Tell me about your favorite class?  

Drama 

Tell me about your least favorite class?  

Current Events  

If you were given a magic wand to change one thing about 

this school what would it be and why?  

To make everyone to be my friend be close. I miss my 

friends.  

When you are finished with all your class work and eve-

rything is doneé What do you do with your spare time? 

Doing a lot of things for teachers  

Whatõs the coolest place you have ever been? 

Louisiana 

How would your teachers describe you?  

A hard worker  

What teacher do you enjoy the most and why?  

Mrs. Sexton  

Words of adviceé 

Stay in school and donõt drop out! 

Hope Thornton  Jesse Smith  
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Flag Football Winners!  

1stñ 3rd Grade          4th ñ7th Grade  

1stð Packers      1stð Cowboys 

2ndð Patriots       2ndð Colts 

3rd ð Vikings      3rd ð Saints  

Congratulations to all players and teams! Great Job!  


